AP Environmental Science Exam Day

What to Bring

. Several sharpened No. 2 pencils (with erasers) for all multiple-choice answer sheets.

. Black or dark-blue ballpoint pens for free-response questions in most exams.

. Your school code. (0121)

= A watch (in case your exam room does not have a clock that you can see easily).

L] Your social security number for identification purposes. (If you provide it, the number will

appear on your AP Grade Reports.)
. A photo I.D. if you do not attend the school where you are taking the exam.

What Not to Bring

] Books, compasses, correction fluid, dictionaries, highlighters, or notes.

. Rulers and straightedges (except as noted above).

] Scratch paper (notes can be made on portions of the exam booklets).

] Typewriting equipment, computers (except as noted for students with disabilities), or
calculators (except as noted above).

= Watches that beep or have an alarm.

= Portable listening or recording devices -- even with headphones -- or photographic
equipment.

] Beepers, cellular phones, MP3 players, or personal digital assistants (PDAs).

. Clothing (t-shirts, for example) with subject-related information.

Guessing on the Exam

Scores on the multiple-choice sections of the AP Exams are based on the number of questions
answered correctly minus a fraction of the number of questions answered incorrectly. No points
are awarded or deducted for unanswered questions. For questions with five answer choices, one-
fourth of a point is subtracted for every wrong answer. For questions with four answer choices,
one-third of a point is deducted for every wrong answer. Thus, random guessing is unlikely to
raise or lower your grade. However, if you have SOME knowledge of the question, and can
eliminate one or more answer choices, informed guessing from among the remaining choices is
usually to your advantage.

The following strategies were developed by faculty consultants to help you on
exam day:

= Before beginning to solve the free-response questions, it is a good idea to read them all to
determine which ones you feel most prepared to answer. You can then proceed to solve the
questions in a sequence that will allow you to perform your best.

= In the exam booklet there is an insert that contains the same questions without the blank
answer spaces. This can be removed from the booklet and used for reference. No credit is
given for anything written on the insert; be sure to write your answers and do all your work
for each problem in the pages provided in the answer booklet.



Show all your work; partial credit is given for partial solutions to problems. If the answer is
not correct, you are not likely to receive credit for correct thinking if the person scoring the
examination does not see evidence of this process on paper. If you do work that you think is
incorrect, simply put an "X" through it, instead of spending time erasing it completely.

Organize your answers as clearly and neatly as possible, showing the steps you took to reach
your solution. If the faculty consultants cannot easily follow your reasoning, you are less
likely to receive credit for it.

Many free-response questions are divided into parts such as a, b, ¢, and d, with each part
calling for a different response. Credit for each part is awarded independently, so you should
attempt to solve each part. For example, you may receive no credit for your answer to Part a,
but still receive full credit for Part b, ¢, or d. If the answer to a later part of a question
depends on the answer to an earlier part, you may still be able to receive full credit for the
later part, even if that earlier answer is wrong.

It is not necessary to simplify all numerical expressions or to carry out all numerical
calculations. You will generally receive most, if not full, credit for answers that contain
expressions like sin 40° or In 2, or that contain symbols for irrational numbers.

It is important to pay attention to units for quantities that have them. If you keep track of
units as you do calculations, it can help you express your answers in terms of the proper
units. It is possible to lose points if the units are wrong or are missing from the answer.

You should not use the "scattershot" approach: i.e., write a bunch of equations hoping that
the correct one will be among them so that you can get partial credit. In such cases, faculty
consultants may well deduct points for the extraneous or incorrect information.



